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W
e are a subcontractor to Stacy &

 W
itbeck

building RR trestles along the Portland &
 W

estern
RR lines for the new

 Tri-M
et com

m
uter rail line. O

ur original
subcontract w

as for $6.2 m
illion to rebuild 4 trestles, rehabilitate

2 w
ood trestles, jack and shim

 a new
er steel structure and build

1 new
 bridge. There have been quite a few

 changes since then,
but m

ost of the changes have been positive for H
am

ilton.

The project starts in W
ilsonville on the O

regon Electric line and
ends 15 m

iles up the tracks in the Beaverton Transit Center. This
is a heavy rail, joint freight and com

m
uter project. Stacy &

 W
itbeck

has rebuilt m
ost of the m

ainline track as of this w
riting and are

w
orking on secondary m

ainline and siding tracks from
 Tigard to

Beaverton. There is quite a bit of w
ork left to do as the stations

and gauntlet tracks still need to be built. H
am

ilton is currently
w

orking on Tualatin Reservoir and Tualatin River N
orth trestles.

H
all Creek is the next bridge w

e start w
orking on w

hich is right
next to the Beaverton Transit Center.

The pictures show
 the tearout of the Tualatin Reservoir bridge.

The tearout and replacem
ent are especially challenging on this

project. O
ur contract only allow

s us a 72 hour w
indow

 in w
hich

w
e have to dem

o the existing tim
ber trestle and set the pre-cast

RR box beam
s, install the new

 track and have it open to train
traffic. W

e have to build the entire substructure under the existing
trestle prior to the tearout. This is actually a lot of fun as it is
controlled chaos for a short period of tim

e. This is the second
bridge w

e’ve done on the project so far.

This project is a pilebuck’s dream
 job. W

e w
ill end driving 2.3

m
illion pounds w

orth of 14x89 H
-Pile and about 160,000 pounds

of 12x53 piling along w
ith w

orkbridges at m
ost sites. H

am
ilton

bought a new
 LinkBelt 218 H

SL for this job along w
ith another

pile ham
m

er. M
ike Sheeley and his crew

 have been pretty
happy so far. The actual pile driving is som

e of the m
ost

challenging driving w
e’ve done in a long tim

e. The crew
s

have to drive battered pile through the existing trestles
using sw

inging leads inside a 10 hour w
ork w

indow
 and

have everything open to train traffic by the end of shift.
W

e also have a few
 people currently going through the

Jack Young Pilebuck training course. H
am

ilton w
ill have

a few
 m

ore pilebucks by the end of this
job if they can survive Jack.

W
e have been sharing a yard and office

w
ith 2 other jobs up here in W

ilsonville.
There have definitely been som

e benefits
to all the jobs as w

e can share equipm
ent

and people fairly easily. It has also led
to som

e confusion for the shop and our
suppliers as w

e order things (let m
e

know
 if you w

ant anything, I’ll give
you Randy’s PO

 num
ber). The hom

e
office has had som

e difficulties trying
to figure out w

ho got w
hat and w

hen. W
e like to keep them

guessing!

Portland &
 W

estern RR has been pretty happy w
ith our perform

ance
to date w

hich m
ay lead to m

ore w
ork for us in the future. W

e are
currently looking at a job in A

lbany that w
ill hopefully be com

ing
out fairly soon. I think m

ost everyone agrees that w
orking on the

railroad is an enjoyable break from
 I-5.

Crew
: Bob H

irte-PM
, Jack Young – Superintendent., M

ike Sheeley
– PB Forem

an, Ellis M
ire – PB Forem

an, D
ennis Berg – O

per.,
Brian A

llison – Carp, Carlos Torres – Labor., Ed Cabine Carp A
pp.,

Jack D
ailey – Laborer, Jeff Fierro – Carp A

pp, Joe Foskey – Carp
A

pp, G
erry G

raber -  PB, M
ark M

artinsen – Pilebuck, Tanaka
M

odoc – PB, Bob O
rem

 – Carp Lead, M
ark Paden - O

per , LT
Tavares – PB, Todd Burnette, O

per.

A
s the days get longer and lighter, things at H

am
ilton continue to get brighter. W

e are excited to
look ahead tow

ard a full and com
plete sum

m
er for our great team

 of bridge builders.

Som
e of the projects w

e currently have underw
ay that w

ill continue into the sum
m

er include the
follow

ing:
K

uebler Blvd. in Salem
Tri-M

et Com
m

uter Rail in Portland
I-205 in Portland
Pioneer M

tn. in Eddyville
W

ilsonville to H
ayesville from

 Salem
 to Portland

Illinois River in Cave Junction
O

ld W
inchester Bridge in Roseburg

Projects starting this sum
m

er include:
M

cK
enzie River/G

oshen in Eugene
W

eaver bundle on I-5 near M
yrtle Creek

A
s you can see, w

e are not going to run out of projects, but quality crafts people w
ill be in high dem

and. If you know
 any safe

and productive people w
ho are looking to join the prem

ier bridge builder in the N
orthw

est, now
 is the tim

e to send them
 our

w
ay and have a chance to collect a finder’s fee. A

 num
ber of projects w

ill also have opportunities for a num
ber of apprentices

to start a career w
ith H

am
ilton.

Lastly, if you look around and w
onder w

hy so m
any great people already choose to w

ork at H
am

ilton Construction, just ask
yourself w

hat it takes to be proud of your w
ork. M

aybe it’s offering the guy next to you help w
ith the new

 equipm
ent on the

job. M
aybe it’s reading the D

irector of O
D

O
T’s letter of congratulations for K

uebler’s 50,000 safe hours. M
aybe it’s the A

G
C safety

aw
ard to H

am
ilton for first place in the nation for H

eavy H
ighw

ay Contractors w
orking 100,000 to 300,000 hours per year. M

aybe
it’s going hom

e and telling your daughter about the bridge you just helped build.

W
hatever it is…

Be proud and be safe.
—

Bob



JO
H

N
 PREN

D
ERG

A
ST had just received the A

G
C Excellence in

Safety A
w

ard for H
ighw

ay Contractors of 100,000 to 300,000
M

anhours on H
am

ilton’s behalf. I asked V
ickie Prendergast,

John’s w
ife of 27 years, “W

hat m
akes John so effective in his

role?”  H
er response, “H

e cares!” Caring about us seem
s a fitting

profile of John.

John’s path to becom
ing H

am
ilton’s

Safety M
anager is an interesting

one beginning as a lad in G
reat

Falls, M
t. w

ith his parents and 3
sisters. U

pon com
pleting his tour

in V
iet N

am
 w

ith the U
S A

rm
y,

John began his construction career
building houses throughout
M

ontana. H
e m

oved to Seattle in
’79 and began w

orking w
ith a

prestressed concrete m
anufacturer

w
here his interest in bridge

construction began. H
e m

et Ted
A

dland and soon w
as w

orking w
ith

FE W
ard as a carpenter.  A

fter 6
years w

ith FE W
ard, D

ave W
eiland

successfully recruited John to H
am

ilton to begin w
ork raising

bridges in the Roseburg area w
ith Ellis Runk, D

ebbie Cortez,
and D

on G
illiam

.

In 1995, John w
as lured aw

ay and began w
orking w

ith a sm
all

com
pany building bridges in the Colum

bia G
orge—

the w
ork

w
as interesting and close to hom

e. There John severely injured
his back, resulting in 18 m

onths off w
ork. D

uring this period,
he began studying safety, O

SH
A

 policies, and other safety related
education. H

is first safety job w
as w

ith Fullm
an Co., a sub to

Intel. W
hen Fullm

an left, Intel kept John in a safety role. The

day John decided to leave Intel is the day D
ave Place Sr. called

suggesting they needed to talk about John returning to H
am

ilton.

Since July ’98, John has been H
am

ilton’s Safety M
anager,

driving nearly 1/2 m
illion m

iles visiting H
am

ilton job sites.
W

hen asked about best m
em

ories, he indicated there are m
any.

Tw
o jobs stand out for him

 as having addressed difficult w
orking

sites successfully: G
old Beach and O

lym
pia. Today, he’s m

ost
proud of H

am
ilton’s safety record, low

 accident rate, and the
joint effort by everyone to w

ork and live safely.

O
ne of John’s special abilities is building productive relationships.

A
t O

regon O
SH

A
, John is recognized as responsive and com

m
itted

to w
orking w

ith the agency to see that our job sites conform
to O

SH
A

 policy. A
t the sam

e tim
e, O

SH
A

 know
s, as do m

any
of us, that w

hen John believes O
SH

A
 oversteps their authority,

he’s ready to speak up for w
hat he believes is right and in the

best interest of H
am

ilton.

O
f course, am

idst the w
ork, John is a constant source of good

hum
or. H

ow
 m

any jokes are told? H
ow

 m
any tim

es have w
e

been asked if he m
entioned to us the new

s about his friend
Joe…

.and the story begins. John is now
 planning to spend m

ore
tim

e doing w
hat he w

ants to do. H
e w

ill soon be starting his
first construction project as CEO., President, Superintendent,
Forem

an, Carpenter, A
ccountant and H

R person w
ith Prendergast

Construction. H
is first contract is signed, and he w

ill be leaving
H

am
ilton in July. H

ow
ever, he prom

ises to m
aintain contact

and be available for counsel, guidance, and good hum
or for all

of us.

W
hen asked about a m

essage for each of us, he quickly responded,
“Take care of tw

o people; you and your buddy.” Sounds just
like the fellow

 his w
ife V

ickie says he is.

PEO
PLE PRO

FILE: SH
ELD

O
N

 G
ILLIA

M
 &

 JO
H

N
 PREN

D
ERG

A
ST

PU
N

C
H

 LIST
A

pril/M
ay A

nniversaries

D
o you know

 a good w
orker w

ith experience as a
laborer, carpenter, pilebuck, finisher, or crane operator?
A

sk them
 to fill out an application, and let us know

!

H
am

ilton is an Equal O
pportunity Em

ployer w
ho is

interested in applications from
 qualified candidates.

Rem
inder:

In order to keep our inform
ation current, w

e need
your help. W

hen your address or phone num
ber

changes—
please com

plete a C
hange of A

ddress
Form

 and subm
it to Payroll. Thanks!

SH
ELD

O
N

 G
ILLIA

M
 cam

e to H
am

ilton in 1991 w
orking for Jim

Sly at Jum
p-off Joe Creek. H

e cam
e on as a laborer/ operator

and rem
em

bers that job less than fondly as one w
here he spent

a good deal of tim
e behind a jackham

m
er, and not enough

operating equipm
ent.

It w
asn’t long after that Sheldon becam

e a full tim
e operator;

instead of using a jackham
m

er, he now
 had big cranes at his

disposal. A
nd use them

 he did. H
e said one of his favorite

experiences w
as being able to “fly” his father D

on G
illiam

 w
ho

w
as his supervisor at the tim

e around in the m
an-basket.

A
pparently D

on did not care for the “high” flying.

A
 couple of jobs Sheldon m

entioned as being his favorites w
ere

the M
edford 238 railroad crossing w

here he and John K
urz set

w
hat at that tim

e w
ere som

e of  the largest concrete beam
s.

H
e also m

entioned the tim
e that he got to be part of the

dem
olition of the D

illard steel bridge as being very im
pressive.

A
pparently Sheldon w

as asked to run up the river in a boat
and float back dow

n to below
 the bridge to m

ake sure no one
else w

as floating in the area of dem
olition. W

hile floating under
the bridge he could hear over the radio “3,     2,     1…

…
..just

kidding.”  W
atching the w

ay the com
pany dropped the bridge

w
ith explosive charges and such precision w

as an extraordinary

experience. If pressed, Sheldon
told m

e the G
old Beach Rogue

River Bridge w
as his favorite,

being right on the coast and just
a very interesting all around
project.

H
e’s glad he cam

e to H
am

ilton
w

hen he did as that allow
ed him

the opportunity to w
ork w

ith som
e

of H
am

ilton’s now
 retired, m

ore
experienced hands; G

ene D
ickson,

Ellis Runk, and D
ave Place Sr.

w
ere m

entioned.

Sheldon has a very full life at this
point w

ith his w
ife Laura and their tw

o sons Parker 16, and
Ethan 13. Together they ow

n and run a cattle and quarter horse
ranch in southern O

regon, w
hich can take up a good deal of

tim
e. Laura has becom

e know
n as quite the trainer w

here horses
are concerned. A

lthough they are very busy, they still find tim
e

to go dirt bike riding and 4-w
heeling w

ith the boys in the
O

regon dunes on the coast. Sheldon still has hopes of once
again ow

ning a H
arley-D

avidson, just to putter around w
ith.
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