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Hamilton’s crews are putting in some long 
hours at Westmoreland Park in Southeast 

Portland this summer  in order to make sure work 
is completed during a tight six week in-water 
work window on this habitat restoration and 
bridge building job for the U.S. Army Corps of  
Engineers and ultimate owner, City of  Portland. 
According to Project Manager Chris Vander-
Ploeg, work is on schedule after a challenging 
start up, Hamilton has managed the diversion 
of  Crystal Springs in order to remove concrete 

curbing and tons of  muck to make way for clean 
topsoil, nearly 15,000 native plants, placement of  
gravel riffles and woody debris that will improve 
the habitat for native salmon in the creek.
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As in past years we have had a 
busy summer. We are nearly 

complete on the WRB project in 
Eugene, we just completed the 
south approach rehabilitation of  
the McCullough Bridge in Coos 
Bay after 5 years, and just 2 weeks 
ago picked up the north approach 
project which will take another 5 
years to complete. Crews are busy 
working in Oregon, Alaska, and 
Colorado, with another project 
getting ready to start in California 
for the Union Pacific Railroad. 
Plus we have already completed a 
UP job in Nevada earlier in the 
year. American Concrete Cutting 
is busy and expanding, on track 
for a record year, and Bridge Ac-
cess Specialties is again working 
all around the western half  of  the 
country.

Having been with the com-
pany over 34 years, I have seen 
a lot of  changes in our industry 

and our company. When I started 
everything was hard dollar bid, 
the cheapest bid got the job. To-
day, much of  the work we get is 
alternative bid, with our reputa-
tion for getting the job done on 
time, built with quality, with no 
claims, helping us win contracts. 
In the 70’s and 80’s Hamilton 
built highway bridges primarily 
in Oregon and SW Washington. 
Today we are looking at work all 
over the west, have established of-
fices in Colorado and Alaska, and 
are successfully building projects 
for many new owners. In addi-
tion we own American Concrete 
Cutting, Bridge Access Special-
ties, and have a highly successful 
rail division.

While change can be challeng-
ing, I subscribe to the fact that 
successful companies and people 
embrace change. By doing so 
that is how we stay ahead of  our 
competition and remain a leader 

in our industry. While many times 
it gets us out of  our “comfort 
zone”, it gives us all a chance to 
expand our abilities and do things 
and go places we might not have 
ever dreamed.

As talked about earlier in this 
issue of  the Herald, we recently 
moved our corporate headquar-
ters to a new building north of  
Eugene, in Coburg, just off  of  
Interstate 5. Again, while a big 
change for us, this building will 
give us the ability to expand 
in the future, hold all of  our 
training sessions in house, plus 
provide easier access to our work 
in Portland, which continues to 
be our biggest market area. It 
was good to be joined at our 
open house by past leaders of  
Hamilton—Bill Peckham and 
Jack Hamilton, past Hamilton 
employees, plus many of  our 
subcontractors, suppliers and 
current Hamilton employees.

As always what makes all these 
changes work is YOU. As part-
ners we believe we have the best 
people working for us, and it is 
our job to make sure you and 
your families are provided for, 
have a safe workplace, and have 
the right equipment to build the 
job. As a team we build great 
things. Be proud of  working for 
Hamilton, I know I am.

Sincerely,
Scott Williams


